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with one subcolumnar to two intercolumnar blocks. Poly-
lithic stylobates, in which no regular system was followed,
occur chiefly in the archaic period.

In the construction of the krepidoma, megalithic methods
sometimes prevailed, and two or more steps were cut from
the same block. The usual method, however, was to build
up the bases in courses in which each step corresponded
to a single course of masonry. The blocks constituting
the visible steps were naturally more carefully cut and
finished than the core of the masonry.

Pavements of stone (Xtdda-rpc^ra^ o"rp&iuna, e^d^rf) were
of various kinds. There were cobble-stone pavements, as
in the large courtyard at Tiryns; irregular blocks, as in
the palace of Minos at Knossos; quadrangular and square
slabs, like those of the peristyles and courts of temples;
and marble mosaic pavements, like those favored by the
kings of Pergamon. The more regular kinds of pavements
required regular foundations. The earliest mosaic pave-
ments corresponded in technique to primitive masonry,
being composed of uncut pebbles of various colors. In
the classic period, mosaics composed of small cubical
blocks, opus tesselatum, or of thin slabs cut irregularly in
accordance with a design, opus Alexandrinum, were fre-
quently substituted for the earlier type.

6. WALLS, DOORWAYS AND WINDOWS. The construc-
tion of walls (reixrj, ro^ot) varied according to circum-
stances. Walls of towns OTO'JCT) were necessarily heavy and
called for massive construction. In the Mycenaean period
they were sometimes broad enough to permit of galleries
and casements within the solid portion of the walls. But it
was soon discovered that walls might be more economically
constructed of outer revetments of masonry and an inner